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Pennsylvania Receives $26.4 Million in High Speed Rail Funding  

   The number of fatalities on Penn-

sylvania highways in 2009 dropped 

to 1,256, the lowest number since 

recordkeeping began in 1928, Penn-

DOT Secretary Allen D. Biehler, 

P.E., said.  

   The previous low was 1,328 in 

1944; in 2008 the commonwealth 

saw 1,468 traffic fatalities. 

   According to PennDOTôs prelimi-

nary numbers, significant decreases 

were noted in unrestrained, alcohol-

related and aggressive driving fatali-

ties. Unrestrained fatalities decreased 

from 567 in 2008 to 451 in 2009. 

Alcohol-related fatalities dropped 

ment, PennDOT invests approxi-

mately $10 million annually to fund 

low-cost safety engineering improve-

ments. Low-cost safety improve-

ments include initiatives such as cen-

terline rumble strip installation, im-

proved traffic signalization, signage 

improvements and utility pole relo-

cation.  

   Overall, nearly 12,000 low-cost 

improvements have been made state-

wide since 2000.  A study of the 

1,167 miles of center-line rumble 

strips installed from 2000-04 showed 

a 35 to 50 percent crash reduction at 

the strip locations while shoulder 

rumble strips resulted in a 20 to 30 

percent reduction.  

   Despite the record low number of 

highway deaths recorded last year, 

fatalities in crashes involving drivers 

ages 65 and older increased to 276 
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Question of the Month 

How can my constituents renew their vehicle registrations?  
 

AnswerðInvitations to renew vehicle registrations are mailed to vehicle 

owners three months before the registration expiration date. Your constitu-

ents can renew their vehicle registrations: online; by mail to PennDOT in 

the envelope provided; or by visiting a PennDOT On-Line Messenger.  

   Funding for Keystone Corridor 

improvements was the top priority in 

the applications Pennsylvania sub-

mitted last year for high speed rail 

funding. 

   Ridership on the Keystone Corri-

dor East increased by more than 30 

percent after Amtrak and the com-

monwealth completed a $145.5 mil-

lion upgrade that helped to boost 

train speeds from 90 mph to 110 

mph. The improvements increased 

ridership from 891,764 in 2006 to 

1.2 million in 2009 and reduced the 

express travel time between Harris-

burg and Philadelphia to 90 minutes. 

   Governor Edward G. Rendell re-

cently applauded the investment of 

more than $26 million in two Penn-

sylvania high speed rail projects. The 

announcement, announced by Presi-

dent Obama, is part of the American 

Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 

   In addition to creating jobs for peo-

ple working directly on the Keystone 

East and Keystone West corridors, 

these two projects will boost the 

economy by generating orders for 

250 tons of asphalt, 150 cubic yards 

of concrete and 50,000 pounds of 

steel that will keep workers in facto-

ries and companies on the job pro-

ducing the necessary materials. Most 

materials for these projects will 

come from Pennsylvania firms and 

keep workers on the job.  

   The funding includes:  

Å $25.6 million to continue improve-

ments to the Keystone Corridor be-

tween Philadelphia and Harrisburg. 

The preliminary engineering work 

will improve signals and track. Two 

new bridges will be constructed and 

the three remaining grade crossings 

on the 105-mile line will be elimi-

nated.  

Å $750,000 for a feasibility study to 

determine improvements needed to 

make high speed passenger rail ser-

vice on the Keystone Corridor West 

between Harrisburg and Pittsburgh a 

reality. 

Pennsylvania Reports Record Low Number of Highway Deaths in 2009  

See Fatalities on page 2 

from 531 in 2008 to 442 last year. 

Deaths attributed to aggressive driv-

ing dropped to 130, down from 141 

in 2008.  

   PennDOT distributed $11 million 

in federal funding last year for ag-

gressive- and impaired-driving en-

forcement. With the funding, 396 

police departments conducted ag-

gressive driving enforcement efforts 

statewide. Additionally, more than 

600 police departments conducted 

3,000 impaired-driving enforcement 

operations.  

   In addition to providing funding 

for safety education and enforce-
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Constituents Encouraged to óLove the Busô 
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High School Students Invited to Enter óDrive Safe PAô 

Radio PSA Contest by March 12  

Inform Your Constituents  
    

   Your constituents could bene-
fit from much of the information 
in PennDOT Brief. Feel free to 
include content from this edition 
in your next constituent newslet-
ter or mailing. 
   If you need this information in 
a different format, please e-mail 
our Press Office at RA-
penndotpress@state.pa.us with 
your request. 
   To keep your finger on the 
pulse of PennDOT news, visit 
www.dot.state.pa.us and click 
on ñNews Releases.ò 

   Pennsylvania high school students 

are invited to help remind motorists 

to drive safely by participating in a 

radio contest sponsored by Penn-

DOT. 

   High school sophomores, juniors 

and seniors wishing to participate are 

asked to create a 30-second radio 

public service announcement, or 

PSA, focused on safety topics such 

as aggressive driving, buckling up or 

driving under the influence.  

   The PSA must include the phrase 

"Drive Safe PA," which PennDOT 

introduced last year as part of its 

continued commitment to highway 

safety. 

   One finalist will be chosen from 

each of PennDOT's 11 engineering 

districts. The winning students will 

be offered the opportunity to travel 

to Harrisburg to have the PSA pro-

fessionally recorded and then distrib-

uted to radio stations in their respec-

tive areas. Winning students from 

each PennDOT district will receive 

certificates and finished copies of 

their PSA.  

   Entries may be submitted elec-

tronically as an MP3 or MP4 file, or 

a written script, to RA-

penndotpress@state.pa.us. Students 

can also submit entries by mail to 

PennDOT Press Office, c/o Erin Wa-

ters, 8th Floor-Keystone Building, 

400 North St., Harrisburg, PA, 

17120. Entries must be received or 

postmarked by March 12. 

   For the full list of contest rules, 

visit www.DriveSafePA.org.  

   Love the Bus is a program de-

signed to call attention to the re-

markable service of bus drivers 

across the country and is an opportu-

nity for parents to learn more about 

their bus driver and the safety of the 

bus that their child is riding on each 

day. As part of the fourth annual Na-

tional Love the Bus program, the 

American School Bus Council 

(ASBC) is encouraging parents, stu-

dents and teachers to thank the men 

and women who take more than 26 

million children safely to schools 

each school day.  

   The program, founded in 2007 and 

coordinated by the American School 

Bus Council (ASBC), is celebrated 

on Valentineôs Day and throughout 

February in school districts across 

the country as a way to raise aware-

ness and appreciation for the hun-

dreds of thousands of school bus 

drivers who safely transport school 

children to and from school each day 

on 480,000 buses, the largest and 

safest transportation system in the 

country. It is also an opportunity for 

parents and children to learn more 

about the safety and environmental 

benefits of school bus transportation.  

Throughout February, the American 

School Bus Council and its members 

will hold a series of local events 

across the United States to educate 

parents and children about school 

bus safety. To learn more about 

school bus safety, visit the Drive 

Safe PA School Bus Safety page, or 

visit the councilôs Web site.   

from 259 in 2008. To help curtail 

highway deaths in this age group, 

PennDOT offers information on ap-

proved Mature Driver Improvement 

courses offered statewide, a brochure 

on talking with mature drivers and 

other safety tips at its highway safety 

information source at 

www.DriveSafePA.org.  

   To find out more about Penn-

DOTôs safety efforts, including re-

sources, tips, program descriptions 

and much more, visit the Drive Safe 

PA Web site, 

www.DriveSafePA.org. The site of-

fers information and tips on many 

highway safety areas, including bicy-

cle/pedestrian, child passenger 

safety, heavy trucks, engineering 

infrastructure, motorcycle safety, 

school bus safety, work zones and 

young drivers.  

   PennDOT aims to save at least 100 

more lives per year through its safety 

programs, as outlined in the Drive 

Safe PA initiative. Drive Safe PA 

encourages motorists to avoid life-

threatening driving behaviors such as 

not buckling up, driving impaired 

and driving aggressively. More than 

85 percent of Pennsylvaniaôs crashes 

are related to driver behavior.  
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